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issue in the next 
federal election? 

 Gun control 
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Environmental groups: Funding delays 
causing crisis 
By JAMES KELLER 

 
HALIFAX (CP) - 
Environmental 
organizations in Nova 
Scotia are decrying 
funding delays from 
Ottawa, with one 
comparing the federal 
environment minister to 
a "slum landlord" for 
refusing to fix a problem 
that is reaching across 
Canada.  

A collection of non-
profit environmental 
groups, including the 
Ecology Action Centre, 
Clean Nova Scotia and 
the provincial branch of 
the Sierra Club, told a news conference Tuesday how they've been affected 
as they wait for money that normally arrives in April.  

Some groups still don't know whether they will receive any funding under a 
program administered by Environment Canada, while others have been told 
money is on the way but still don't know when it will arrive.  

That program, the Atlantic Coastal Action Program, is fully funded and 
organizations that have made requests will soon be contacted about the 
government's decisions, said Eric Richer, Environment Minister John Baird's 
press secretary.  

In the meantime, the groups said, they've had to either lay off staff, work 
without being paid or shelve projects that would require additional money or 
employees.  

"Environmental groups and projects, not only in Nova Scotia but across 
Canada, are in a serious funding crisis," said Tamara Lorincz, executive 
director of the Nova Scotia Environmental Network, whose organization hasn't 
been able to pay her since April.  

"If the federal government is serious about the environment, it will also be 
serious about funding."  

  

   

   

  
 
 

No hatred for killer bear
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Another spokesman for Baird acknowledged that funding decisions were 
behind, partially due to a large number of requests.  

"We're working to make decisions and get the information out to the groups as 
quickly as possible," said Mike Van Soelen, while denying the suggestion that 
the delays reflect a poor commitment on the environment.  

"Our government's commitment to the environment is unwavering. We've 
contributed a great amount of resources towards to environment ... we are 
giving it 110 per cent."  

Gretchen Fitzgerald of the Sierra Club said Baird is standing idle while 
environmental groups across the country are left to fall apart.  

"Minister Baird is acting like a slum landlord when it comes to the 
environment," said Fitzgerald.  

"The house's roof is falling in on our ears and he comes with his two-by-fours 
and props it up. We're grateful for the two-by-fours, but we want a long-term 
commitment that that roof is going to be fixed."  

Lorincz said her group's umbrella organization, the Canadian Environmental 
Network, recently learned that it would receive federal funding this year, but 
she said it's too little, too late.  

"Nothing has been signed, there is no contribution agreement, and it is the 
same level of funding that we have received for 15 years," said Lorincz. "Most 
importantly, what we still don't know is when we will get this funding."  

The groups suggested the Conservative party's reluctance to fund 
environmental groups was evidence the current government isn't committed to 
green issues.  

"Judge them by their actions," said Charlene Boyce Young of Clean Nova 
Scotia.  

"We've seen a very constrained focus on a few key areas that they keep 
hammering away at, but we can't get by with just focusing on a few things. 
The environment is everything, and we having seen that level of commitment 
yet."  

 

Reconnecting with food in the 
summer  
Every summer, if I'm lucky, I get to spend some 
time with my family at our cabin on an island off 
Canada's West Coast. It's a place we go to 
recharge our batteries, and reconnect with each 
other and with the natural world. Full Column 
Columnist DAVID SUZUKI 
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